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I feel like the American people de-

serve one committee in this Chamber 
to step up and hold a hearing and hear 
both sides. If I were Chairwoman MALO-
NEY or JAMIE RASKIN or GERRY CON-
NOLLY or Mr. CLAY, or anybody on the 
committee who hears this request, if I 
believed there weren’t any irregular-
ities, I would want to have a hearing to 
make the Republicans look bad. I am 
disappointed that we are not doing our 
job in the Committee on Oversight and 
Reform. 

But with the specific investigation 
that Republicans have done in Cali-
fornia, without any help from the 
Democrats—we don’t need their help. 
We don’t need their help on this. We 
have already proven it. The comp-
troller in California knows it. We are 
now asking to send the money back. 

If you are not going to explain, Sec-
retary Padilla, if you don’t want to 
talk about it, that is fine. Send the 
money back, and taxpayers will move 
on. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

END PUNISHMENT CLAUSE IN 13TH 
AMENDMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. CLAY) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I wanted to 
share with the House that I am really 
reserving the time for Mr. 
BUTTERFIELD from North Carolina, but 
I will begin. I want to thank my col-
league, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, for leading 
this Special Order hour this evening. 

Mr. Speaker, our Nation was founded 
on principles of liberty and justice for 
some, but not for all. In fact, it took 89 
years after the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and a brutal Civil War to fi-
nally end most forms of slavery. 

The 13th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution was ratified on December 
6, 1865, ending slavery but preserving 
involuntary servitude for some incar-
cerated persons. 

After a raging debate, former 
slaveholders in the Southern States 
held enough influence to preserve the 
practice and were able to include a 
loophole in the 13th Amendment to 
continue to allow slavery as punish-
ment for a crime. 

Over the next 155 years, that punish-
ment clause was used as a club to over-
incarcerate African Americans and 
other minorities for profit and in com-
plete violation of their human dignity. 

Black Americans were immediately 
targeted and arrested by law enforce-
ment for minor infractions, and the 
practice of forced prison labor began 
and still persists to this day. 

That is why I, joined by Senator JEFF 
MERKLEY from Oregon, introduced leg-
islation to amend the Constitution to 
clarify that neither slavery nor invol-
untary servitude may be used as pun-
ishment for a crime. 

I am pleased that many of my col-
leagues, including Congressman CEDRIC 
RICHMOND, incoming Assistant Speaker 
Congresswoman KATHERINE CLARK, and 
many of my colleagues in the CBC and 
broader Tri-Caucus, have also taken a 
leadership role on this issue in legisla-
tion. 

Confronting and rooting out the sys-
temic racism that is still rampant in 
many facets of American life requires 
us to examine the painful truth in 
order to fix it. It is an indisputable his-
torical fact that many local and State 
law enforcement practices in this coun-
try grew out of the legacy of racism 
and slavery. 

As millions of Americans are de-
manding criminal justice reform and a 
change in the training and culture of 
policing, passage of this constitutional 
amendment would send a clear signal: 
Bigotry and profits will no longer be 
used to deny any person their dignity. 

Our criminal justice system and laws 
cannot be fully respected until we end 
this injustice that allows dispropor-
tionate numbers of Black and Brown 
people to be imprisoned and enslaved. 

As I retire from Congress next 
month, I urge my colleagues to make 
passage of this legislation an urgent 
national priority. America cannot heal 
and move forward until we have real 
equality for all instead of just for 
some. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that 
the Senate has passed without amend-
ment bills of the House of the following 
titles: 

H.R. 473. An act to authorize the Every 
Word We Utter Monument to establish a 
commemorative work in the District of Co-
lumbia and its environs, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 2246. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 201 West Cherokee Street in Brookhaven, 
Mississippi, as the ‘‘Deputy Donald William 
Durr, Corporal Zach Moak, and Patrolman 
James White Memorial Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

H.R. 2454. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 123 East Sharpfish Street in Rosebud, 
South Dakota, as the ‘‘Ben Reifel Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 2969. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1401 1st Street North in Winter Haven, 
Florida, as the ‘‘Althea Margaret Daily Mills 
Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 3005. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 13308 Midland Road in Poway, California, 
as the ‘‘Ray Chavez Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 3275. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 340 Wetmore Avenue in Grand River, Ohio, 
as the ‘‘Lance Corporal Andy ‘Ace’ Nowacki 
Post Office’’. 

H.R. 3680. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 415 North Main Street in Henning, 
Tennesee, as the ‘‘Paula Croom Robinson 

and Judy Spray Memorial Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

H.R. 3847. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 117 West Poythress Street in Hopewell, 
Virginia, as the ‘‘Reverend Curtis West Har-
ris Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 3870. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 511 West 165th Street in New York, New 
York, as the ‘‘Normandia Maldonado Post 
Office Building’’. 

H.R. 4034. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 602 Pacific Avenue in Bremerton, Wash-
ington, as the ‘‘John Henry Turpin Post Of-
fice Building’’. 

H.R. 4200. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 321 South 1st Street in Montrose, Colo-
rado, as the ‘‘Sergeant David Kinterknecht 
Post Office’’. 

H.R. 4279. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 445 Main Street in Laceyville, Pennsyl-
vania, as the ‘‘Melinda Gene Piccotti Post 
Office’’. 

H.R. 4672. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 21701 Stevens Creek Boulevard in 
Cupertino, California, as the ‘‘Petty Officer 
2nd Class (SEAL) Matthew G. Axelson Post 
Office Building’’. 

H.R. 4725. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 8585 Criterion Drive in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, as the ‘‘Chaplain (Capt.) Dale 
Goetz Memorial Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 4785. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1305 U.S. Highway 90 West in Castroville, 
Texas, as the ‘‘Lance Corporal Rhonald Dain 
Rairdan Post Office’’. 

H.R. 4875. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 2201 E. Maple Street in North Canton, 
Ohio, as the ‘‘Lance Cpl. Stacy ‘Annie’ Dry-
den Post Office’’. 

H.R. 4971. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 15 East Market Street in Leesburg, Vir-
ginia, as the ‘‘Norman Duncan Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 4975. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1201 Sycamore Square Drive in 
Midlothian, Virginia, as the ‘‘Dorothy 
Braden Bruce Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 5062. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 9930 Conroy Windermere Road in 
Windermere, Florida, as the ‘‘Officer Robert 
German Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 5307. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 115 Nicol Avenue in Thomasville, Ala-
bama, as the ‘‘Postmaster Robert Ingram 
Post Office’’. 

H.R. 5317. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 315 Addicks Howell Road in Houston, 
Texas, as the ‘‘Deputy Sandeep Singh 
Dhaliwal Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 5954. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 108 West Maple Street in Holly, Michigan, 
as the ‘‘Holly Veterans Memorial Post Of-
fice’’. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has agreed to without amend-
ment a concurrent resolution of the 
House of the following title: 

H. Con. Res. 125. Concurrent resolution di-
recting the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives to make a correction in the enrollment 
of H.R. 1830. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed bills of the following 
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